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Politics Now

Democrat believes Democratic-drawn lines are good for, well, Democrats

March 1, 2012 - 3:03 PM 

ALBANY –- Democratic incumbents from Western New York should see their political futures protected under congressional lines drawn by Assembly Democrats, a legislative mapmaker said today.

Asked what the Assembly Democrats were hoping to achieve with its lines in Western New York, Assemblyman Jack McEneny, who co-chairs the Legislature’s redistricting task force, said, “I think we preserve the Democratic seats that are there and meet the requirements of the constitution and the Voting Rights Act. It’s as simple as that.’’

The Albany Democrat said Rochester-area Rep. Louise Slaughter’s district would lose Buffalo and Niagara Falls in both the Assembly Democratic and Senate Republican plans in large part because her current district is too unwieldy from a communications standpoint.

“We think of these districts for elections and campaigns, but then for two years they become the constituents of a sitting member of Congress. Communication is key,’’ McEneny said of the issues Slaughter has faced serving two distinct media markets in Buffalo and Rochester.

The lawmaker said he believes media market factors ended up as a major factor in both the Democratic and Republican plans for Slaughter. “It’s a more efficient system,’’ he said of the new lines.

McEneny said both sides today are busily preparing legal responses to the plans made public this morning by the Assembly Democrats and Senate Republicans. The legal papers are due tomorrow with a federal magistrate judge in Brooklyn who is set to craft her own congressional lines for New York if the state Legislature can’t agree on a two-house plan.

Both sides appear to be taking March 15 as a serious deadline – or as serious as any deadline in Albany. That’s the day a three-judge federal panel is to decide on the magistrate judge’s line proposals.

McEneny confirmed that the district held now by Rep. Kathleen Hochul, an Amherst Democrat, became a major battle between the Democrats and Republicans. The two sides were unable to agree on a joint congressional deal by yesterday when all parties faced a deadline to submit their congressional line plans to the federal judge in Brooklyn.

“When you get into the issue of politics, there’s always more focus on a district that’s considered more marginal than there is on one that has an overwhelming majority of one party or the other,’’ McEneny said of Republican district represented by Democrat Hochul. The same explains the partisan fight over the future of Republican Rep. Bob Turner, a Queens Republican who the Assembly Democrats are proposing to essentially eliminate.

“If we did it strictly on seniority, the two that would go would be Hochul and Turner,’’ the Assembly Democrat said. But when Hudson Valley’s Rep. Maurice Hinchey recently announced his retirement, McEneny said, “it added a dynamic which said it’s not so simple anymore.’’
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